Bits of time through distance

of how I met my husband.

Madison
. ¥ Elew York
Its been almost 10 months since | got married to Manan, my husband. Pittsburgh
Whenever | meet someone new, | am asked about, “how long did you
know your husband before getting married?”
This question often traces me back to when & how we met through o Delhi
a mutual friend Supratim, how we interacted, where we were, what
we thought and when we knew ‘it’. Mumbai e
| often wonder if it was me who initiated the interactions or
was it Manan?
T asked him his address
Sust ke that’ 1o send him
do u realize we have been chatting a lot everyday the first card.
post this is not normal [ ) Atleast one card per month was my rule.
: 'this is not normal' is what is ringing in my head since few days
if you can absolutely promise to come to|Goa even that can happen, I think I have feelings for you different from friends We skyped the first time and grs “r“‘; ::ﬁuimogrﬁf:ied’ skype replaced our medium
can u promise it? I am not joking, just think about it moved on to it from gtalk. Sometimes we chose only video with no voice,
I already think about you quite a lot! We told our parents while we spent hundreds of hours working on our ends.
after few days around. No wonder, T was called a ‘skype girl’. again repeat Skype is my God!
skype d
You look very cute and chubby in your baby pictures :) I mean it is not easy to say, people need time to gather the courage
He called me As T became more and more comfortable on phone,
N i i i (D [l e b T for the first time 1 Fla'n(;lddnaj‘ra“;:}g alllmy happenings, frustrations and concerns ) } }
so do you wear a nose-ring? It looked good on you. I am actually getting addicted to chat with you! y - (s il gl «;{ elo}; dl?> to him. Ahonbe 1 | N We loved to begin our day with the call, . . T
. iti i ! g ¢ liked listening to me and thought I was a good story-teller. it became a ritual ft ise and dawn. one is my Ito November and ifeline.....
I take that as a compliment, you have left me speechless I guess writing this status on FB was loud enough! A g e, Tihought he wi o gaeat inquisitos Estoner it became a itual for every ise and dan P y
since we are chatting, | should say textless.
phone 2 o o
I
Ieribbed ab . .
mcynhecei.icasclol:éule ‘While he questioned me
. ) i L L and my dissatisfaction We discussed about religious beliefs and . Our beloved gralk was the medium o catch cach other online
in a perfect Bachelor's life, there is also a girl friend or girl friends :) ot e, o e i idea of wedding celebrations, L'told him the saga of the for short conversations and decide to login on Skype or not.
That led to a discussion Goa trip T wonder why I decided farewell party we organized s
about learning in in the group chat to telllhim that for super-seniors and
undergrad vs grad school with Supratim. I had|crush on him We confessed that  we ended up discussing . We narrated our story
I am in a class today and we have a 10th break. and design schools in India. ~ We had fun h hack we looked forward  the relationships. I'wouldn’t let him call to everyone through gtalk.
I think he almost interviewed  teasing each other when|we met years back. T N e vl o (i) S0e bt because I was shy. Tt was the medium that made us talk.
as ; ith my thoughts! silly things. ’ > b
He asked me aboutmy me with my thoughts on silly things everyday, he told me one ‘weird’ thing. We told our close friends
project for learning of children. Eeallmedt e e e MigTh P bestediat i
I warned him Tended up telling him about Telugu festivals : P Y heart beated a . and | told my sister
We di d about the crappiest  my past commitment. and toldme how i November and  the highest level, This was the longest chat we had, about what we felt.
e discusse and the sickest movie I was impressed that festivals are told our I jumped 5 hours 33 minutes it was.
meaning of our names, ’ o _ T watched ever, he was such a patient listener. celebrated in close friends and I'laughed.
book that I was reading, We typed Hindi in English to discuss while he He toldimeithar 12 family about each other.
my wish to learn swimming, languages we spoke, where we were born, TG R 5 e Lo 5 (ej Why were we
A living alone vs with room-mates, Y VGG BuEidE to understand
his five schools, my interest in interaction design, Haneow why did he ask and really liked o) differences.
Delhi vs Mumbai and books we liked, Shantaram, angover my phone number? a Telugu movie.
things we missed from hometown. marathon, Supratim, He ol me about Ancllzl s dlikch vy ;ilfm’gde n( dwl‘ﬁz"c -
. . ;. ;- e told me about that ? g
Westegurs dipadie g cooking and diet. his work profile rorenedote Did [ knew i’ then?
| -. of our chat sessions? ] 6 B Why were we both
dropping hints then?
gtalk | E 1 p
We d 1 our best fifend, We discussed pur resolutions, Our discussions ranged from
in the|very first chat. online on the New Years eve. hissing home, z(xi._,mﬁne, enjoys her morning these days...
- - . A 0 f Shantaram, reading newspaper, . y
will you be in Delhi when | visit India in November? il (et e s s el : . ER—. Skype is my God!
food we liked and being vegetarian. saw ur new pics on raceboo.
Facebook became a regular feature in interaction I still maintain Skype is my God!
can’t understand why | am super-restless these days. enjoyed the eventful day 8/8!!! with comments, likes, shares on each other’s wall.
facebook [ ) o0 [ ) i etk vttt st o s @l et
He added me on facebook ?beﬂ Sﬁ:tﬁ:gnd asked me in other words, this is how your hair usually is :D
ES g {“fcl d, el W s bl b et you seem to know me pretty well :P
el L el GreeTi s | oGl [t critical 2 weeks for marathon.
| am writing a poem titled ‘Confession’ nowadays M ity
. he penned Waiting’ few days
which I started a few days before 8/8... before we were scheduled to meet.
-
blog ( N ) ()
S 4 " .
Hay Birthday’, . A
e baid hank you, how ate jou?, Lread his blogy - when do you have holidays? Its hard to be at different ends apart yet again, and
but, I thought it wasn’t really enough! s it Just ke that? dates for Goa are restricted to 25th-29th. Lo ot (5 (00 L gt e e vy Homme e
After writing testimonials for each other,
T don’t remember using orkut thercafter.
orkut Qg () ®
et el iy @t Found my wass to inifiatd i . . “Time cannot be measured in hours,
e Lowas barpy o contbnt ts always nice talking to you :) where are thou? that we finally met in person. o the o
d T wa it d. . ii ? W
o g T was quite surprise my pleasure :) who are you looking for? Gmail became ourmedium to say things, He cameito It was an email which cleared our thought, night of Dec 29, in
Mlanan’s sc¢raps to me:|29/1,884 you :P we felt but found difficult to talk about. We met on my house, and echoed what we felt. chilly winters of
¢ !
My scraps to Manan: 32/2,752 e T ey Nov 24, womeet We waited the time apart, Delhi when we tied
o i : met y parents, lanning the ki i
: g communicated our feelings. for his his parents 1 was planning the knot. the knot with
. . ; l l l riends”  afier surprised South-Indian .
8 He .. t was the first married month of
gmall . u wedding.  few days, :se;«;d e made Ve got engaged beached tl‘adlt’lOnSA . T I e m——"
your friend has been added to| my list of NTII’s... He asked me to help his sister, I shared my photo-journal It was was s ur parents 0n Dec 6, days I can’t describe the dinners, trip to my native place
g 5 ) nervous  harrating 9 g
[ il v s ot ) s craiteroll and experimental video awkward stories eet, surprised efore feelings I had. n Andhra Pradesh, We lived happily together
Ve met in my college fest, the ice was brdken, then I gu,ess to get his feedback. or first ;ko’ﬁ;:][ha[’ which  [discuss our our friends, I visited him in he Thus, began ieeting my Grandparents, for six months in Madison,
We met through friend Supratim, s8¢ 20 ’ ew hours 1y ha‘g‘d’ I never Elclg:al but we were sad Madison for a month, = ﬂ:”n the series of 3:5'::&;‘1‘:;:"1::30“ till T have to move to pursue
riving to my house in the car, . Sl How many thousand copies did you sell already?? and then  he calmed received! g g that, it was time it was a special time, vas wedding functions i ¥ my masters in Pittsburgh.
te %dlzx for dinner, he liked my wdrk, t tymed me down. o the to leave. : nd is stl_ll afresh pounding OUT family planned. Al T can say is we were And sigh, we are again apart.
‘he is sweet’, I wondered. nd that was it alright. ext lead. n my mind. ast. ick of cating delights.
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